Eruption of the Temporary Teeth.
The next subject for our consideration will be the eruption of the temporary teeth. Teething, as this process of nature is not uncommonly denominated, is alike interesting to the physiologist and to the medical practitioner. To the one, the absorption of the gum and dental sac, in making way for the growing tooth, forms an interesting subject for observation; to the other, the time and the signs which precede and accompany the eruptions of the teeth, are matters of interest, and an acquaintance with which enables the practitioner to answer the oft-repeated questions, "When should the teeth be cut? Why are they not ?
Will any harm come as a consequence of the late appearance of the teeth?" And a thousand other such questions, suggested to the minds of anxious parents.
We have seen that as early as the sixth week of intra-uterine life, dental development commences. From that period the growth of the dental apparatus, in common with the other organs of the body, steadily progresses. At a definite period of infancy, the teeth, unlike the other organs of the body, are perfected, and grow no more. Previous to the completion of the fang, the crown, which is already perfected, appears through the gum, after which the root is rapidly developed. But Growth of the Jaws.
The maxillae, in their growth, present the peculiarity of increasing at the posterior part only. After the eruption of the second milk molars, we find them placed at the base of thecoronoid process of the lower, and at the posterior edge of the upper jaw.
At the age of seven, we find, on the contrary, the milk molars situated considerably in advance of these points. The jaws have, in fact, grown at these points; that is, anterior to the coronfcid process in the under jaw, and the tuberosity in the upper jaw. At the same time that growth has proceeded rapidly at the posterior division, no increase whatever has taken place anterior to the last milk molar, excepting some slight addition in depth. The alveolar space found at the seventh year is, about that time, wholly occupied by the first permanent molar, which, when cut, lies close to the base of the before-named process.
The maxillae still grows, not, however, at the points between the coronoid process in the tuberosity and the last milk molar, but between the newly-developed first permanent molar and these processes. So that a second space is formed in the jaw, which is, when sufficient, occupied by the development of the second permanent molar. The growth continuing posterior to the second molar, a third space is formed, which is filled by the wisdom tooth. The jaws then cease to grow, and change only after the removal of the teeth. 
